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AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Please reconsider the above-identified application in view of 
the following remarks. These remarks are subdivided into a 
discussion of the claimed invention, and an analysis of the 
rejection, to facilitate an understanding of the significant 
differences between the cited art and the claimed invention. 

Discussion of the Invention 

A proper understanding of the invention is critical for 
appreciating the dissimilarities between the invention and the 
teachings of the cited references. 


In a broad sense, the invention is a braided suture which 
contains dissimilar filaments of first and second fiber-forming 
materials. However, the proper characterization of the claimed 
suture goes far beyond this simple description. 


